1.01D-Group Discussion Worksheet

When participating in group discussions, it is important that you mentally do a self-evaluation. Each group member should keep in mind the following questions when participating in the group discussion:
Standardized Testing
Standardized tests determine whether students get into college, whether they get promoted to the next grade level and whether schools are doing a good job of teaching students. Can one test or series of standardized tests really determine how smart a student is or how well a school is doing?
Smoking Cigarettes
Many cities have banned smoking in public places. Should smoking cigarettes be banned in public places? Is second-hand smoke as big of a risk as we have been led to believe? These questions, along with health problems that come as a result of smoking, should be considered in a debate.
Legalizing Marijuana
States such as California have legalized the use of marijuana for medical reasons. Should all states follow suit? The debate focuses on whether marijuana should be legal in medical cases or legal in all cases and what risks and benefits come from legalizing the drug.
Year-Round School
The debate over year-round school focuses on whether students who attend a year-round school retain more information and perform better academically than students who attend a traditional school.
Given the current topic above, participate in a small group (assigned by Ms. Blount) discussion about the topic/problem. Begin by selecting a group leader. Then, individually research the topic/problem. As a group, complete the Group Discussion Worksheet below. Have the group leader share your findings with the class.
	

1. __________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________

4. __________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________

6. __________________________________________________

7. __________________________________________________



1. Identify the issue/problem that your teacher identified.

	__________________________________________________________________

2. Provide proof from your research that the issue/problem exists.

__________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________
	
3. Explain the causes of the issue/problem.
	__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

4. Predict possible future effects of the issue/problem.
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________


5. Present possible solutions to the issue/problem.
	
	__________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________

        __________________________________________________________________
6. Determine advantages and disadvantages of each solution.

	Solution A: _________________________________________________________

		Advantages:______________________________________________________

		Disadvantages:____________________________________________________

	Solution B: ________________________________________________________
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		Advantages:______________________________________________________

		Disadvantages:____________________________________________________
 
	Solution C:_________________________________________________________

		Advantages:______________________________________________________

		Disadvantages:____________________________________________________

7. Select the best solutions.
	__________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________



· Did I contribute prior knowledge to the discussion?
· Did I ask open-ended questions?
· Did I ask questions of group members in an open-minded way?
· Did I build on comments of other group members to enhance discussion?
· Did I help the group to summarize its progress?
· Did I identify missing information in the group answer?

